This is a summary of results, to be published in full elsewhere, which strengthen and refine the statements made in a previous announcement [1] .
P = (p l -l)
+ ---+(p r -l) + *+l.
Condition (ii) implies that every part carries a Poincaré metric, and condition (iii) is equivalent to the requirement that the total Poincaré area of S be 4ir(p -1).
From now on p is kept fixed and the letter S, with or without subscripts or superscripts, always denotes a surface with properties (i)
iii). If k(S) = 0, S is called nonsingular; if k(S) = 3p -3, S is called terminal. A continuous surjection ƒ: S' -> S is called a deformation if for every node P G S, f~1(P)
is either a node or a Jordan curve avoiding all nodes and, for every part X of S, / _1 |2) is an orientation preserving homeomorphism. 
A deformation h: S -• S 0 induces a mapping h^\ D(S) ~-> D(S Q ), called an allowable mapping, which takes each [ƒ] G D(S) into
[h ° ƒ].
Note that if y([f]) = [g] for some y G F(S), then f~1(S)
is isomorphic to g~1(S). The converse statement is, in general, false.
THEOREM 6. The group F(S) is discrete, the subgroup Y 0 (S) is finite and is the stabilizer of [id] E D(S) in V(S).
Let M p denote the moduli space (Riemann space) for genus p 9 that is, the set of all isomorphism classes There is a canonical mapping
THEOREM 7. The canonical mapping D(S) -> M p is holomorphic. Furthermore, [id] G D(S) has a neighborhood N, stable under r o (5), such that N/T 0 (S) is isomorphic to a neighborhood of [S] in M p .

Theorems 3 and 7 imply the known (cf. [2] ) COROLLARY (MAYER-MUMFORD). M is a compact normal complex space (and a V-manifold).
A regular q-differential on S is defined by assigning a holomorphic form F L of type (q 9 0) to each part S of S', the F E should be either regular at the punctures, or have there poles of order not exceeding q, the "residues" at two punctures joined in a node being equal (if q is even) or opposite (if q is odd). The number &(p, q) of linearly independent regular ^-differentials is p if q = 1, (2q -l)(p -1) if q > 1. If we choose ô = 8(p, q) linearly independent ^-differentials, their "values" at every point of S, including a node, are the homogeneous coordinates of a point in Y 8 _ l . In this way one obtains a holomorphic mapping S -• P 6 __ x , the so-called q-canonical mapping. This is an embedding for q > 2 and, in some cases, also for q -2 and q -1. The proof uses the Poincaré series described in [1, pp. 48-49] . If S is nonsingular, one knows, from other considerations, that the result is true with o=0.
For singular S, I could thus far obtain that a = 0 only for q = 1.
